


 
 Access to evidence-based medical information and lifesaving medical options [procedures 

and treatments], including termination of a pregnancy, is a maternal right. 
 

 Further, recognizing that those with cancer and other hematologic diseases and 
conditions may be faced with delaying pregnancy due to treatment for their disease, ASH 
strongly believes that no laws should be enacted that would prevent or prohibit patients’ 
rights to retain their fertility through various fertility preservation measures, including in 
vitro fertilization, donation, or surrogacy services. 

 
o Share examples of clinical cases in hematology that underscore the diverse reasons that women 



 
 As a physician, I have dedicated my career and life to providing evidence-based care, 

delivered with quality, safety, integrity, and compassion. 
 

 Dangerous and ill-advised policies inhibit clinicians’ ability to secure healthy futures for 
our patients and their families and irreparably compromise the patient-clinician 
relationship. 

 
 Health care professionals should never face civil, professional, or criminal penalties for 

caring for their patients.  
 
• Wrap up the meeting 
 

o Summarize what you are asking for: 
 

 Highlight action needed on specific laws/legislation of concern in your 
state/region that interferes with [or supports] the confidential relationship 
between a patient and their physician and seeks to inhibit [or allows the] clinicians’ 
ability to secure healthy futures for patients and their families. 

 
 Remind them that: 

o Maternal health can be adversely impacted by hematologic diseases and 
disorders; 

o Termination of a pregnancy is an important clinical consideration when the 
pregnant person is at risk for serious health complications or death; and 

o Access to evidence-based medical information and lifesaving medical options 
[procedures and treatments] are a maternal right. 

 
o Ask the person you are meeting with if he/she has any questions. 

 
o Invite the elected official to visit your institution. Let them know that you (and ASH) can be 

a resource! 
 

o Thank the person you are meeting for his/her time. 
 
 


