
Hematology-Related Research Advances

Request: Co-sponsor H.R. 6216/S. 3389, which direct the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) to create a demonstration program in up to 10 states to improve access to comprehensive, high-

quality, outpatient care for individuals enrolled in Medicaid with sickle cell disease.
Sicklecell disease(SCD)is an inherited, lifelongdisorderaffectingnearly100,000Americans. Individualswith the
diseaseproduceabnormalhemoglobinwhich results in their red blood cellsbecomingrigid and sickle-shaped
causingthem to blockblood and complications,low quality of life, and increasedcoststo the healthcaresystem.

Improvingaccessto high-quality outpatient carewill improve quality of life for individualswith SCDand reduce
costsassociatedwith visitsto the emergencydepartment(ED)andinpatienthospitalstays.
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